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32
WINS

It's A Tie!!
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Those were the first words I spoke to greet fans to  
The Saratoga Race Course every day during my 
twenty-four year tenure as the track announcer.  

That daily salutation always made me smile. And I hope  
you smiled too. 

People often ask what is the difference between Saratoga 
and other tracks. I respond: it is the only track I know where 
everybody is smiling all the time. And that can be hard to 
do if you aren’t having a winning day at the windows.

With all due respect to Disney World….. I think that 
Saratoga is "the happiest place on Earth.”

Smiling aside, there are many things that set Saratoga 
apart from other sports venues. Importantly, the “feel” is 
an up-close visceral experience. Horses wend their way 
through the crowds over the paths in the backyard to reach 
the paddock. They are almost close enough to touch. They 
are not pixelated images on a digital screen. They are live. 
Right there next to you. You see the ripples of the sinew 
and muscle. You can sense the competitive spirit gazing 
into their eyes as they pass just feet away from you. Smell 
the liniment, hear the snorts and whinnies and the deep 
breathing from massive Thoroughbred lungs. Each of the 
five senses is stimulated in a way that only this intimate 
setting can provide. It just ain’t the same on TV. Not at all.

And then there is the awe-inspiring beauty of these 
creatures that cannot be appreciated from afar.

And horses are not the only athletes that rub shoulders 
with the crowd. The jockeys walk right through the fandom. 
Patrons and pros mixing it up as in no other professional 
sport. Grab a selfie, score an autograph. Happens hundreds 
of times a day. Nowhere but Saratoga.

Enjoy. And keep on smiling.

Tom Durkin

Welcome to the 
Spaaaaaaaaah! 
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Belmont at 
Saratoga is in the 
books! Kentucky 

Derby Winner Golden 
Tome crossed the wire 

for trainer and Saratoga 
native Cherie Devaux. 

DeVaux stepped into history 
as the second woman to win 

the August Belmont Trophy, 
and the first woman to train a 

winner of 2 of the 3 Triple Crown 
jewels. 

This 18th Edition of this Guide helps 
early morning fans understand a little 

of what they see as horses train on the 
Oklahoma Training Track and the Saratoga 

oval. Last year 244 trainers entered races at 
the Spa, and over 30% found their way to the 

afternoon Winners Circle. The 2025 Winning 
Trainer title resulted in the 4th leading trainer title 

tie since 1992. Perennial top trainers Chad Brown and 
odd Pletcher each notched 32 wins. Between them they 

had over 250 horses compete here. See Page 4.

Their success began at 4:30 each morning as their grooms, 
exercise riders, and hotwalkers arrive to care for the horses and 

ready them for training. Fans lucky enough to be either at the 
Whitney Viewing Stand, by the backside Morning Line coffee stand, or 

having Breakfast on the Porch at this time can watch top thoroughbreds 
from all the major racing venues and their exercise riders go through 
their daily workouts. Those having coffee or breakfast at the main track 
with this Guide in hand also gain an insight of what’s going on as Laura 
SimieIe describes what’s taking place.

Visitors to the Oklahoma training track are especially fortunate to see 
turf and steeplechase horses train. Only 5 US tracks offer turf training. 
This might be why many trainers stay here until late October. Many of 
the horses  entered in the 2025 Breeders Cup trained here well into 
October.

The excitement of the afternoons where up to 12 horses in a race 
is balanced in the mornings by the tens of horses walking, jogging, 
galloping and breezing past each other under the watch of the “traffic 
cops” - the Outriders. If you are on the rail you can talk with the 
riders, see and feel the horse’s breath, listen to the rhythm of passing 
hoofbeats, and spot them changing leads. 

Sure beats feeding pigeons in the park!

While the curtain has dropped on The Belmont at Saratoga, the curtain 
will rise again on July 3 rd for a 51 day meet race meet ending September 
7th, with the anticipation of the 2026 stars of world class thoroughbred 
racing meeting once again. We hope you enjoy these special mornings 
and this Guide.

See you on the rail!

Cue the Curtain,  
Bring UP the Lights!

Saratoga shines again!!
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ThoroFan Congratulates 
the 2023 H. ALLEN JERKENS 

SARATOGA TRAINING TITLE Award winners,
Chad Brown and Todd Pletcher  with 32 WINS

CHAD BROWN WINNING 
HORSES 2025 MEET

For the second time in two years, and the 4th time in 33 years 
there has been a tie for leading trainer at Saratoga racecourse. 
Perennial leaders Chad Brown and Todd Pletcher each made 32 
trips to the Winners’ Circle by the time the 2025 meet ended. 
Linda Rice, the trainer who tied for the title with Chad Brown 
2023, was 3rd with 24.

Chad Brown was top earner ($4,510M) and 
in addition to taking the G1 Diana for the 4th 
consecutive time (10th overall), he took home the 
Whitney Trophy for the first time with Sierra Leone. 
Brown won 60 times with 131 starters. Sierra 

Leone captured the fall Breeders Cup Classic.

Todd Pletcher captured 3 G1 wins - the 
Hopeful (Ted Noffey), the Jockey Club Gold Cup 
(Antiquarian) and the Spinaway (Tommy Jo). He 
was second in earnings ($3,451M) with many of his 
2 year olds breaking their Maiden. Hopeful winner 

Ted Noffey went on to capture the Breeders Cup Juvenile Mile.

The future continues to bode well for both these conditioners. 
There are others in the wings. Let’s see what happens in 2026!!

32!

9-1 	 Say Yes to 
Dreams

8-29 	Credit Worthy
8-29 	Tax Implications
8-29 	Dynamic Prciing
8-28 	Kathymarissa
8-27 	Cultivate
8-24 	Alimara
8-17 	Wise Up
8-17 	Secured Lender
8-14 	George Briggs
8-10 	Worthy Charge
8-9 	 Exact Estimate
8-9 	 Limes Don’t Lie
8-8 	 Deep Learning
8-8 	 Salamis
8-8 	 Favorable 

Scenario

8-6 	 Griselda
8-2 	 Capitol Partner
8-2 	 Omellaia
8-2 	 Sierra Leone
8-2 	 Peak Hype
7-26 	Nonna Lynne
7-26	Hedge the Risk
7-24	Collect the Data
7-24	Chancer 

McPatrick
7-24 	Right to Win
7-20 	Weigh the Risks
7-20 	Belouni
7-16 	Mommy’s Turn
7-13 	Scarlet’s Halo
7-12 	Malarchuk
7-12 	Excellent 

Truth	          

TODD PLETCHER WINNING 
HORSES 2025 MEET

9-1 	 Only in America
9-1 	 Ted Noffey
8-31 	Antiquarian
8-31 	Lovely Christina
8-31 	Sunrise
8-30 	Trust Fund
8-30 	Tommy Jo
8-30 	Candy Town
8-29 	Steer Clear
8-29 	Miss Picky
8-28 	Final Score
8-27 	Time to Dream
8-17 	Teleport
8-17 	Snow Face 

Princess
8-16 	Assertiveness
8-14 	Danzit
8-10 	Final Score

8-7 	 Indy Rags
8-2 	 Ned Toffey
7-31 	Grazie
7-30 	Snow Face 

Princess
7-27 	Tapit’s Legacy
7-26 	Tommy Jo
7-25 	Time to Dream
7-24 	Noble Confessor
7-20 	Makes Sense
7-20 	Eliminate
7-19 	Emphasis
7-18 	Leslie’s Rose
7-18 	Classicist
7-13 	Adventurist
7-13 	Malus	          
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WHY ARE SADDLE TOWELS USED?
Racehorses are athletes and therefore have to condition their 
muscles, just like human athletes do, before racing. 

Jockeys on horses entered in the afternoon races wear the 
unique colors of the horse’s owners. When horses train in the 
mornings, the trainers use unique saddle towels on their horses 
so that they, the Gap Attendants, and the Clockers can identify 
them as they conduct their workouts in accordance with New 
York State Racing and Wagering Board Rule 4003.53 which states:

“…A trainer desiring to engage a horse in a work-out shall, prior 
to such work-out, cause the following to be specified to a work-out 
coordinator: the name of the horse, the distance the horse will 
work-out and at what point on the facility the work-out is intended 
to begin…”

The people who time the horses as they workout in the 
morning are called Clockers. The Clockers not only time the 
horses and note the distance that they run, but also how hard 
they were ridden and urged by the rider.  

HOW to locate  
a Trainers’ Towel

In this year's guide, trainers’ 
towels have been indexed by 
the background color of the 
towel, into 6 color categories:

BY BACKGROUND COLOR

An alphabetical listing of  
trainers' towels is on pages 
49-52.

Some trainers use Owner's 
logos.  In such cases the 
owner's name is in "( )". 

We encourage feedback at 
saddletowels@gmail.com. 
Photos of new Towels can 
also be sent for inclusion in 
our next edition.

OR BY NAME INDEX

■ �BLACK & BROWN
■ �BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE
■ GREEN
■ �RED, ORANGE, & PINK
■ �WHITE & GREY
■ �YELLOW & GOLD

�identify the main color of the 
saddle towel

�go to the towels' main color 
section in this booklet

identify the trainer by 
additional colors, letters, and 
logos

WHILE WATCHING THE 
MORNING WORKOUT:

SB
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Saratoga bid a fond farewell to the Belmont 
Stakes at Saratoga this June. The distance will 
return to the traditional 1 

1/2 miles at the revitalized “Big 
Sandy”. Trainer Cherie DeVaux  
captured the 3rd jewel of the 
triple crown and the August 
Belmont trophy. No trainer was 
able to add their horse’s name  
to the 13 signs on the twin roads 
at the Oklahoma training track. 
History was made however by 
Cherie as she is the first woman 
to win both the Kentucky Derby 
and the Belmont. Fans on the rail 
in the mornings or in the stands 
in the afternoons fans will see the 
best of the best find their way to 
the starting gate for The Travers  
Stakes - the “4th Jewel of the 
Triple Crown” each year. Belmont 
or no Belmont, there is no place 
like the “Spoaaaaaaa”!

Winning Trainers

2024 Dornoch 
Danny Gargan

2025 Sovereignty 
Bill Mott

2026 Golden Tempo 
Cherie DeVaux

BEL@TOGA,24, ,25, ,26
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NORM CASSE ROGER ATTFIELD 
Hall of Fame; Retired

BRUCE BROWN 

KERI BRION 
AP Smithwick, Jonathan Sheppard

BLACK & BROWN TOWELS

ANTONIO ARRIAGA 

JENA ANTONUCCI

ANTONIO ARRIAGA 

KERI BRION  
AP Smithwick, Jonathan Sheppard

WHIT BECKMAN WAYNE CATALANO 

AMIRA CHICHAKLY FENNAKA BENTLEY
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BLACK & BROWN TOWELS

KELLY LYNN DEITER

CHERIE DEVAUX

ANTHONY DUTROW

RICK DUTROW

JEREMIAH ENGLEHART

JEREMIAH ENGLEHART

JEREMIAH ENGLEHART

ROBBIE DAVIS
EARS

CARLOS DAVID

ADRIANNE DEVAUX

Hands on

DAVID DONKGARY CONTESSA
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BLACK & BROWN TOWELS

DANNY GARGAN

ALLEN GRANITZ

JOSE GUERRO 

MELANIE GIDDINGS

MICHELE GIANGIULIO

RAYMOND HANDAL DAVID FAWKES  

JOHN KIRBY 

STEVE KLESARIS 

MICHELLE HEMINGWAY 

RAYMOND HANDAL 

EOIN HARTY 
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KIERON MAGEE  

BLACK & BROWN TOWELS

KERRY METEVIER MICHELLE NIHEI    

TOM MORLEY

MICHELLE NEVIN

JOSEPH (JP) O’BRIEN   RON MOQUETTE

NADAR MOUBARAK

MIKE MULLIN

Big Duke

ROBERT MEDINA

LILLI KURTINECZ

DONNA KURT  
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BLACK & BROWN TOWELS

JENNIFER PARAGALLO

TERRI POMPAY 

JENNIFER PARAGALLO

WAYNE POTTS 

THOMAS PROCTOR

JOHN ORTIZ 

DALE ROMANS

LARRY RIVELLI  

GUSTAVO RODRIGUEZ  

DANA SAUL 

The
EVERYTHING SARATOGAStores

368 BROADWAY 
DOWNTOWN 

SARATOGA SPRINGS
IMPRESSIONSSARATOGA.COM

518-587-0666

445 BROADWAY 
DOWNTOWN 

SARATOGA SPRINGS
DARKHORSESARATOGA.COM

518-587-0689

ADAM RICE

DOUG O’NEILL
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BLACK & BROWN TOWELS

AUSTIN TRITES   

CHAD SUMMERS

CHAD SUMMERS

WESLEY WARD 
A. G. Vanderbilt

WEST POINT THOROUGHBREDS

WILL WALDENMICHAEL STIDHAM

Flower Power

MATT SHIRER
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Go to thorofan.com/Membership.xml  
and apply or print our member form  

and mail to us: 
P.O. Box 603, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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Join ThoroFanJoin ThoroFan
                              it's easyit's easy

The Towel Guide is now digital.
Scan the QR Code below, scroll 
to the bottom middle of the page 
and click on "Towel Guide" to 
download the scrollable pdf.
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TOM AMOSS 
10th – 9 wins (tie); Retired

JORGE ABREU 
CC American Oaks

ROB ATRAS

BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

ROB ATRAS

FERNANDO ABREU

STEVE  ASMUSSEN  
6th – 15 wins 

CHARLES APPLEBY 
Sword Dancer

PHILIP ANTONACCI 

MARCEL ARENAS 

BOB BAFFERT 
Hall of Fame, Ballerina

NED ALLARD

639 NY-67, Ballston Spa , NY 12020 639 NY-67, Ballston Spa , NY 12020 
MOHAWKCHEVROLET.COMMOHAWKCHEVROLET.COM

CHARLTON BAKER
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BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

EDWARD BARKER 

READE BAKER

OSCAR BARRERA 

LISA BARTKOWSKI

JAMES BEGG

H. JAMES BOND

RUDOLPHE BRISSET

CHARLIE BAKER

Red Sky In The Morning

PAUL BARROW

KEVIN BOND
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BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

CAIRO CARAMORI

MIGUEL CLEMENT 
4th – 18 wins;  
Fourstardave

BEN COLEBROOK 
CHAD BROWN

1st – 42 wins (tie);  
Diana, Whitney

JANE CIBELLI JIMMY CARRERA

IGNACIO CORREAS 

BRAD COX
8th – 12 wins (tie); 

H.Allen Jerkins

BRAD COX
8th – 12 wins (tie); 

H.Allen Jerkins

JOSE D’ANGELO

MIGUEL CLEMENT 
4th – 18 wins;  
Fourstardave
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BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

KATE DALTON

KELSEY DANNER 

ARNAUD DELACOUR 

DAVID DUGGAN

BOB DUNHAM 

LINDA DIXON

LINDA DIXON

JAMES FERRARO 

JACK FISHER  
Hall of Fame; Encore

EMIRATES
CHARLIE APPLEBY

Bath Time

TOM GARNER 

JACK FISHER  
Hall of Fame; Encore
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BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

SAFFIE JOSEPH 
9th – 9 wins

ILKAY KANTARMACI

EDDIE KENNEALLY

JOHN KIMMEL JOHN KIMMEL  
Retired

ANDREW LAKEMAN

BRUCE LEVINE 

BRIAN LYNCH

JOE LEE 

MICHAEL MICELI 

NEIL MORRIS

MICHELLE NIHEI

H. GRAHAM MOTION
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BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

JOSEPH PARKER

DOUG O'NEILL 

PAT REYNOLDS

RUDY RODRIGUEZ 
7th – 10 wins (tie)

Hi Horsey!

GARY SCIACCA 

JOHN SHIRREFFS 

ANTONIO SANO 

ANTONIO SANO 

JAMES RYERSON 

JOHN SADLER 

BRITTANY RUSSELL

ORLANDO NODA
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BLUE, TEAL, & PURPLE TOWELS

DOOD SHIVMINGAL 

JACK SISTERSON

ALBERT STALL 

MICHAEL TROMBETTA

JOHN TERRANOVA 

KENT SWEEZEY

BRENDAN WALSH

LESLIE YOUNG

NICK ZITO 
Hall of Fame

TIM YAKTEEN

BRENDAN WALSH

LESLIE YOUNG

NICK ZITO 
Hall of Fame

TIM YAKTEEN

We Invite You To Partner With Us In Service To
The Backbone Of The Thoroughbred Racing Industry.

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
A

le
x 

Zh
an

g

Proudly Serving the NY Backstretch
Community Since 1986

RTC MAY2026_Backbone.indd   1RTC MAY2026_Backbone.indd   1 4/27/26   4:09 PM4/27/26   4:09 PM
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GREEN TOWELS

CHRIS BLOCK 

RUSTY ARNOLD  
The Test JAMES DOYLE 

JACK FISHER  
Hall of Fame

GARY CONTESSA

DAVID DONK (CLEARSTARS)

DAVID DUGGAN (CLEARSTARS)

FENNEKA BENTLY

Off to School

WILLIAM HIGGINS

TIM HILLS

MARK HENNIG 

JAMES HOOPER 
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GREEN TOWELS

DENNIS LALMAN 

ARCH KINGSLEY

JAMES LAWRENCE

ROY LERMAN 

LISA LEWIS 

SAVING HORSES,
CHANGING LIVES 

Learn how you can
support our Second

Chances programs at
www.trfInc.org

WAYNE LUKAS  
Hall of Fame; 1935-2025

RILEY MOTT  
Saratoga Derby

PAUL MCENTEE

BILL MOTT 
5th – 16 wins; Hall of Fame,  

Travers

JANE MCMAHON

VICTORIA OLIVER

SYLVIO RAMIREZ



©
 2

02
6 

Th
or

oF
an

24	 ThoroFan.com

GREEN TOWELS

ROBERT RIBAUDO

DEREK RYAN  
AG Vanderbilt, Forego

BARCLAY TAGG

KENNETH STREICHER  

JOHN TEBBUT

PETER WALDER  

PETER WALDER 

RACHEL SELLS

JAMES RYERSON

TODD WYATT 
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2025 SARATOGA LEADING TRAINERS (BY WINS)

	 Name	 Wins	

1 	 Chad Brown ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 32 (tie)

2 	 Todd Pletcher• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 32 (tie)

3 	 Linda Rice •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •24

4 	 Miguel Clement • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •18

4 	 Bill Mott •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •16

5 	 Steve Asmussen •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •15

6 	 Michael Maker• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •14

6 	 Mark Casse •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 (tie)

6 	 Brad Cox• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 (tie)

6 	 Joe Sharp• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 (tie)

7 	 George Weaver •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •11

8 	 Saffie Joseph• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 (tie)

8 	 Thomas Amoss • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 (tie)

9 	 Ken McPeek• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8

10 	 Mike Trombetta • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6

2025 SARATOGA LEADING TRAINERS (BY PURSE)

	 Name	 Purse

1 	 Chad Brown •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $4,509,878

2 	 Todd Pletcher• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $3,450,915

3 	 Bill Mott •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $2,873.576

4 	 Miguel Clement • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $2,231,013

5 	 Mark Casse •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1.839.750

6 	 Brad Cox• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1,629,295

7 	 Linda Rice •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1,496,210

8 	 Steve Asmussen •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1,450,038
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PHIL BAUER 
9th – 6 wins (tie)

RED, ORANGE, & PINK TOWELS
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JUAN BERNARDINI

EDUARDO CARAMORI 

NORM CASSE 

KELLY BREEN

KELLY BREEN

KELLY BREEN

JUAN BERNARDINI

MARK CASSE 
8th – 12 wins (tie); Alabama

Daybreak

NAIPAUL CHATTERPAUL

DAVID DONK

COFFEEPOT
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RED, ORANGE, & PINK TOWELS

ANTONIO FERRARO 

MITCH FRIEDMAN 

 ARATOGAthe

Read it at the track, around town, online.

www.thisishorseracing.com

AL GREENWALD

H. GRAHAM MOTION 

EDUARDO JONES

RANDI PERSAUD 

GREG SACCO

RICHARD SACCO

NADIR MOUBARAK SARATOGA OUTRIDER

JEREMIAH O’DWYER  

JOE ORSENO
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RED, ORANGE, & PINK TOWELS
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Here Comes the Sun

JOHN TOSCANO 
(1945-2025)

JUAN VASQUEZ

IAN WILKES

MELVIN WINNEY

GARY SIMS

JONATHAN THOMAS
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2025 LEADING JOCKEYS – BY WINS

	 Name	 Wins	
1	 Irad Ortiz Jr• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •52
2 	 Flavien Pratt• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •45
3 	 Dylan Davis• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •36(tie)
3 	 Tyler Gaffalione• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •36(tie)
4 	 Manuel Franco• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •29
5 	 Jose Ortiz• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •26
6 	 Luis Saez• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •24
7 	 Junior Alverado• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •22
8 	 Ricardo Santanna Jr.•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •19
9 	 Joel Rosario•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •16
10 	 Javier Castellano•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •15

2025 LEADING JOCKEYS – BY EARNINGS

	 Name	 Purse
1 	 Flavien Pratt• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$6,610,757
2 	 Irad Ortiz •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$5,117,556
3 	 Tyler Gaffalione• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$3,612,499
4 	 Dylan Davis• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$3,515,391
5 	 Manuel Franco• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$3,235,230
6 	 Junior Alvarado •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$2,922,795
7 	 Joel Rosario • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$2,469,499
8 	 John Velasquez • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$2,298,968
9 	 Javier Castellano•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$1,820,803
10 	 Ricardo Santana Jr• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •$1,456,116

Irad Ortiz Flavien Prat 

HEALTHCARE • COUNSELING • SUPPORT SERVICESHEALTHCARE • COUNSELING • SUPPORT SERVICES
supporting the workforce behind the horsessupporting the workforce behind the horses

Scan to connect.

Backstretch Employee Service Team provides:Backstretch Employee Service Team provides:
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WHITE & GREY TOWELS

GEORGE “RUSTY” ARNOLD 

CHARLIE APPLEBY 
Godolphin; Sword Dancer

RICHARD BALTAS

EDDIE BARKER 

PHILIP ANTONACCI  
(LINDY RACING)

ANTONIO ARRIAGA

KELLY BREEN

MARYALICE COFFEY

MARYALICE COFFEY  
Joint Venture Racing

CHRIS DAVIS

CHRIS DAVIS

RALPH D’ALLESANDRO



©
 2

02
6 

Th
or

oF
an

ThoroFan.com	 31

WHITE & GREY TOWELS

EDDIE DAVIS

ROBBIE DAVIS

JORGE DELGADO  
Alabama

HORACIO DE PAZ

GUSTAVO DELGADO

GREG DIPRIMA 

EDWARD DELAURO CHRIS ENGLEHART

JEFF ENGLEHART

PETER EURTON 

BOB DUNHAM

ROBERT FALCONE JR. 
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WHITE & GREY TOWELS

MITCH FRIEDMAN

DAVID FIGUEROA

GABRIEL GOODWIN 

LEAH GYARMATI  

STEVE KLESARIS 

PAT KELLY

MICHAEL MAKER 
7th – 14 wins 

MARIA MANN

AMELIA GREEN  

CARLOS FIGUEROA

MIKE LERMAN

LUIS (JAMIE) GUITIERREZ 

Shake It Off
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MICHAEL MCCARTHY

CARLOS MARTIN

WHITE & GREY TOWELS

CLAUDE "SHUG" MCGAUGHEY

CLAUDE "SHUG" MCGAUGHEY

BILL MOREY

PETER PUGH

TODD PLETCHER 
1st – 32 wins (tie); Hall of Fame; 

Spinaway, Hopeful, Jockey Gold Cup

KEN MCPEEK 
Personal Ensign

ROBERT “BUTCH” REID

LINDA RICE  
3rd – 24 wins

LARRY RIVELLI

 

Helping Horses, Healing HumansHelping Horses, Healing HumansHelping Horses, Healing Humans

A 501c3 Non-profit Organization

thsaratoga.org

Learn more

683 RT 29, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

LARRY RIVELLI 
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WHITE & GREY TOWELS

NIALL SEVILLE 

DOUG SEYLER

JOE SHARP  
8th – 12 wins

DALLAS STEWART

GEORGE WEAVER  
7th – 11 wins

DOMINICK SCHETTINO  

“Fierce” Duo!
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A

Owners,trainers, jockeys, clockers, handicappers and pretty much 
anyone else in racing watch morning workouts and try to learn 
something. How fast is that horse? How competitive is this horse? How 
fit? How ready? Expert or not, it can be great fun to watch training at 
a racetrack, especially one as historic and meaningful as Saratoga. A 
racehorse trains almost every day. He or she gallops (slower than race 
speed) sometimes as far as 2 miles; jogs (trots) to warm up or to get 
some light exercise. Racehorses work or breeze (race speed) once a 
week or so, usually a half-mile or 5 furlongs though sometimes longer. 
While watching the action, look for riders trying to teach horses how 
to switch leads (left on the turns, right in the stretch), how to relax, 
how to wait for their cues. Riders don’t want horses to pull too hard, 
or to be too lazy. It’s all about balance. A galloping racehorse should be 
energetic, bouncy, light on its feet, but manageable. Even a novice can 
tell if a horse is pulling too hard – its rider will be leaning back, tugging 
on the reins. A rider on a relaxed horse will look just the opposite – 
hands down, reins comparatively loose, weight balanced over the 
saddle. Working or breezing, the same thoughts apply. A breezing 
racehorse should be doing it at least somewhat on its own – with little 
encouragement or urging. Discerning names can be difficult in the busy 
atmosphere, but morning exercise offers a rare chance to find some 
heroes. Keep an eye on the saddle towels and other clues and you 
might just recognize a superstar such as such as Triple Crown Winners 
Golden Tome and Napoleon Solo.   
	 – Joe Clancy “The Saratoga Special” (thisishorseracing.com)

Workout

2026 G1 WINNING TRAINERS 

Race 	 Trainer	 Purse	 Winner

The Diana 	 Chad Brown 	 $ 500,000 	 Excellent Truth
CC American Oaks	 Jorge Abreu 	 $ 500,000 	 Scottish Lassie  
A.G. Vanderbilt	 Derek Ryan	 $ 350,000 	 Book’em Danno
A.P Smithwick Chase 	 Keri Brion 	 $ 150,000 	 Historic Heart
The Whitney 	 Chad Brown 	 $1,000,000 	 Sierra Leone
The Test 	 Rusty Arnold 	 $ 500,000 	 Kilwin
Saratoga Derby	 Riley Mott 	 $ 600,000 	 World Beater
Alabama 	 Mark Casse 	 $ 600,000 	 Nitrogen 

The Jonathan Sheppard 	 Keri Brion	 $ 150,000	 Jimmy P
Sword Dancer 	 Charlie Appleby 	 $ 750,000 	 El Cordobes 
The Travers 	 Bill Mott 	 $1,250,000 	 Soveriegnty
The Ballerina 	 Bob Baffert 	 $ 500,000 	 Nope Road
Forego Handicap 	 Derek Ryan 	 $ 500,000 	 Book’em Danno
FourstarDave Handicap 	 Miguel Clement 	 $ 500,000 	 Deterministic
Personal Ensign 	 Ken Mcpeek 	 $ 500,000 	 Thorpedo Anna
H. Allen Jerkens Memorial 	Brad Cox 	 $ 500,000 	 Patch Adams
The Spinaway 	 Todd Pletcher 	 $ 300,000 	 Tommy jo
The Hopeful 	 Todd Pletcher 	 $ 300,000 	 Ted Noffey
Jockey Club Gold Cup 	 Todd Pletcher 	 $1,000,000 	 Antiquarian
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MICHAEL MATZ 

YELLOW & GOLD TOWELS

BEN COLEBROOK

PAT QUICK

DOUG O’NEIL 

URIAH ST. LEWIS PETER GULYAS

NEIL DRYSDALE   
Hall of Fame

JIMMY TONER
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$3.2 Million in Annual Funding
for Backstretch Programs

comes from 
Horsemen & Women!

Some of the services provided to 
backstretch workers at NYRA racetracks:

Affordable Childcare 365 Days/Year
Counseling
Enrichment Programs
ESL/Citizenship 
Free Dental & Vision Care
Free Healthcare/Primary Care Clinics
Holiday Celebrations
Pension/Retirement Plan for Eligible
Workers
Recreational Programs
Safety Equipment Vouchers for Riders
Social Services
Transportation
Weekly Food Pantry
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Name	 Page

Fernando Abreu......................15

Jorge Abreu............................15 

Scott Acker................................7 

Ned Allard...............................15

Tom Amoss.............................15

Philip Antonacci................15, 30

Jenna Antonucci.......................7 

Charles Appleby................15, 30 

Marcel Arenas........................15

Rusty Arnold.....................22, 30 

Antonio Arriaga..................7, 30

Steve Asmussen......................15

Rob Atras................................15

Roger Attfield............................7 

Manny Azpura........................17 

Bob Baffert.............................15

Charlie Baker..........................15

Charlton Baker........................15

Reade Baker............................16 

James Baker............................39 

Richard Baltas.........................30 

Edward Barker..................16, 30 

Oscar Barrera..........................16 

Paul Barrow............................16 

Lisa Bartkowski.......................16 

Phil Bauer...............................26 

Whit Beckman........................7 

James Begg.............................16 

Harry Benson..........................34 

Fenneka Bentley.................7, 22 

Juan Bernardini......................26 

Patrick Biancone.....................18 

Chris Block..............................22 

H. James Bond........................16 

Kevin Bond.............................16 

Debra Breed...........................47 

Kelly Breen........................26, 30 

Lonnie Brinley.........................39 

Keri Brion..................................7 

Rudolphe Brisset....................16 

Eddie Broome.........................34 

Bruce Brown.............................7 

Chad Brown............................17 

Roger Burchell........................17 

Kelly Breen........................30, 35 

Bret Calhoun.....................19, 39 

Simon Callaghan.....................39 

Jose Camejo............................19 

Jess Campetelli.......................39 

Cairo Caramori........................17 

Eduardo Caramori..................26 

Jimmy Carrerra.......................17 

Mark Casse.............................34 

Norm Casse........................7, 26 

Wayne Catalano.......................7 

Humberto Cedeno..................34 

James K. Chapman.................28 

Naipaul Chatterpaul...............26 

Amira Chikakly..........................7 

Miguel Clement......................17 

Coffeepot................................26 

Maryalice Coffee....................30 

Maryalice Coffee  

(Joint Venture Racing)............30 

Ben Colebrook..................17, 36 

Edward Colletti.......................47 

Bradley Combs........................19 

Teresa Connely.......................35 

Gary Contessa.....................8, 22 

Susan Cooney.........................20 

Ignacio Correas.......................17 

Brad Cox.................................17 

Rohan Crichton.......................55 

Lenin Cruz...............................20 

Ralph D’Allesandro.................30 

Jose D’Angelo..........................17 

Kate Dalton.............................18 

Kelsey Danner.........................18 

Chris David................................8 

Chris Davis..............................30 

Edward Davis..........................31 

Robbie Davis (East Ave)......8, 31 

Kelly Lynn Deiter.......................8 

Arnaud Delacour....................18 

Edward Delauro......................31 

Gustavo Delgado....................31 

TRAINER INDEX
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TRAINER INDEX
Name	 Page

Jorge Delgado.........................31 

Joe Demola.............................20 

Horacio De Paz.......................31 

Adrianne DeVaux......................8 

Cherie DeVaux..........................8 

Greg DiPrima..........................31 

Linda Dixon.............................18 

David Donk................... 8, 22, 26 

James Doyle............................22 

Neil Drysdale..........................36 

David Duggan...................18, 22 

Bob Dunham.....................18, 31 

Anthony Dutrow.......................8 

Rick Dutrow..............................8 

Emirates..................................18 

Chris Englehart.......................31 

Jeff Englehart..........................31 

Jeremiah Englehart...................8 

Peter Eurton...........................31 

Robert Falcone Jr....................31 

Antonio Ferraro......................27 

James Farraro.........................18 

David Fawkes............................9 

Carlos Figueroa.......................32 

David Figueroa........................32 

Jack Fisher........................18, 22 

Mitch Friedman................27, 32 

Danny Gargan...........................9 

Tom Garner.............................18 

Michelle Giangulio....................9 

Melanie Giddings......................9 

Mark Glatt..............................22 

Charlie Appleby (Godolphin).....36 

Kellyn Gorder..........................29 

Gabe Goodwin........................32 

Alan Granitz..............................9 

Amelia Green..........................32 

Al Greenwald..........................27 

Jose Guerro..............................9 

Luis (Jaime) Guitierrez............32 

Peter Gulyas...........................36 

Leah Gyarmati........................32 

Ray Handal................................9 

Eoin Harty.................................9 

Michelle Hemingway................9 

Mark Hennig...........................22 

William Higgins.......................22 

Tim Hills..................................22 

Jim Hooper.............................22 

Neil Howard ……………………………, 

Eduardo Jones........................27 

Saffie Joseph...........................19 

Ilkay Kantarmaci.....................19

Pat Kelly..................................32 

Eddie Kenneally......................19 

John Kimmel...........................19 

Arch Kingsley..........................23 

John Kirby.................................9 
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Name	 Page 

Steve Klesaris......................9, 32 

Donna Kurt.............................10 

Lilli Kurtinecz..........................10 

Andrew Lakeman....................19 

Dennis Lalman........................23 

James Lawrence.....................23 

Joe Lee....................................19 

Mike Lerman...........................32 

Roy Lerman.............................23 

Bruce Levine...........................19 

Lisa Lewis................................23 

D.Wayne Lukas........................23 

Brian Lynch.............................19 

Kieron Magee.........................10 

Michael Maker.......................32 

Maria Mann............................32 

Carlos Martin..........................32 

Michael Matz..........................36 

Michael McCarthy..................33 

Paul McEntee.........................23 

Claude “Shug” McGaughey......33 

Jane McMahon.......................23

Ken McPeek............................33 

Robert Medina.......................10 

Kerry Metevier.......................10 

Michael Micelli.......................19 

William Morey........................33 

Tom Morley............................10 

Ron Moquette........................10 

Neil Morris..............................22 

H. Graham Motion............19, 27 

Riley Mott...............................23 

Bill Mott..................................23 

Nabor Moubarak..............10, 27 

Mike Mullin............................10 

Michelle Nevin........................10 

Michele Nihei...................10, 19 

Orlando Noda.........................20 

Joseph (JP) O’Brien.................10 

Jeremiah O’Dwyer..................27 

Victoria Oliver.........................23 

Doug O’Neill............... 11, 20, 36 

Joe Orseno..............................27 

John Ortiz...............................11 

Jennifer Paragallo...................11 

Joseph Parker.........................20 

Randy Persaud........................27 

Todd Pletcher.........................33 

Terri Pompay..........................11 

Wayne Potts...........................11 

Thomas Proctor......................11 

Peter Pugh..............................33 

Patrick Quick...........................36 

Sylvio Ramirez........................23 

Robert “Butch” Reid...............33 

Pat Reynolds...........................20 

Robert Ribaudo......................24 

Adam Rice..............................11 

Linda Rice...............................33 

Larry Rivelli.......................11, 33 

Jorge Rodriguez......................31 

Gustavo Rodriguez..................11 

Rudy Rodriguez.......................20 

Dale Romans...........................11 

Brittany Russell.......................20 

Derek Ryan.............................24 

James Ryerson..................20, 24 

John Sadler.............................20 

Dana Saul................................11 

Greg Sacco..............................27 

TRAINER INDEX

Shedrow Shuffle
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TRAINER INDEX
Name	 Page 

Richard Sacco.........................27 

Antonio Sano..........................20 

Saratoga Outriders.................27 

Domenick Schettino...............34 

Gary Sciacca...........................20 

Rachel Sells.............................24 

Niall Seville.............................34 

Doug Seyler............................34

Joe Sharp................................34 

Matt Shirer.............................13 

Gary Sims................................28 

John Shirreffs..........................20 

Dood Shivmingal.....................21 

Jack Sisterson.........................21 

Uriah St. Lewis........................36 

Albert Stall..............................21 

Dallas Stewart.........................34 

Michael Stidham.....................13 

Kenneth Streicher...................24 

Chad Summers.......................13 

J. Kent Sweezey......................21 

Barclay Tagg............................24 

Jimmy Toner...........................36 

John Tebbut............................24 

John Terranova.......................21 

Jonathan Thomas...................28 

John Toscano..........................28 

Austin Trites............................13 

Michael Trombetta.................21 

Juan Vasquez..........................28 

Will Walden............................13 

Peter Walder..........................24

Will Walker.............................24 

Brendan Walsh.......................21 

Wesley Ward..........................13 

George Weaver.......................34 

West Point Thoroughbreds......13 

Ian Wilkes...............................28 

Melvin Winney.......................28 

Todd Wyatt.............................24 

Tim Yakteen............................21 

Leslie Young............................21 

Nick Zito..................................21

First Tracks
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Listed Below are the 60 trainers that entered races 
in 2025 whose saddle towels are not listed in this 
2026 Guide. Please send images of these and any 
others that you have or spot this season so they 
might be included on the 19th Edition should they 
enter in 2026. Send to giordanorj@aol.com to help 
to continue this publication. 

Missing Trainers That Entered at Saratoga in 2025. 

Richard Hendric
ks

Jeff Hile
s

David Ja
cobso

n

Jose Him
enez

Robert 
Johnsto

n

Rachel K
athan

Paolo Lobo

Sean M
cDerm

ott

Michael M
oore

Robert 
Mosco

Tara M
oubarak

Adria
n M

urra
y

Cyril 
Murphy 

    
 Katherin

e Neilso
n

Ernesto
 Ochoa

Niels P
eterse

n

John Pregman

Lauren Robso
n

Jesu
s R

omero

Rosh
an Samsu

ndar

Beth M
ille

r S
aul

Steven Schauer

Lolita
 Shivmingal

Phil S
choenthal

Lindsay Schulz

Philli
pe Sogorb

Dim
itr

io Synneflas

Panagioist
 Synnefias

Stacy To
relli

Dan w
ard

Omani W
illi

ams

Josue Arce
Thalia Areche

Michael Aro

Juan Carlos Avila

W. Robert Bailes

Victor Barbosa

Alessandro Botti

Ron Breed Jr.

Brett Brinkman

Phillip Capuano

Greg Charterie

Tom Clark
Greg Compton

Simon Crisford

Robert D’Alessandro

Felissa Dunn

Charlie Fellowes

Michael Ferrarro

Felix-Flores-Coba

Norm Folletot

Barry Foley

Laird George

Gina Giglio
Michael Gorahm

Juan Carlos Guereroa

Karl Grusmark

Katlynn Gutterson

Jessica Harrington

Bobbi Anna Hawthone 

Destin Heath
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A lot goes into the preparation of  
This Guide each year.

Special Thanks to those listed  
below for their help.

 
Concept: Bob Giordano  

(comments welcomed at giordanorj@aol.com) 

Text: Equibase, Joe Clancy, Bob Giordano, Mike Murray

Images
Towels & Fillers: Barry Bornstein, Connie Bush, Jeff Deet,  
Tim Donahue, Carson Dennis- Blevins, Samantha Decker,  

Skip Dickstein, Mike Gallitelli, Bob Giordano, Elizabeth Handy,  
Rumara Jewett, Paul Lindegaard, Nancy Lobel, Mike Murray,  
Dave Norton, Jen Paragallo, Jessica Palmer, Frank Panucci,  

Patrick Reilly, Tom Ryan, Gary Scroi, Liza Sheker, Wendy Smith  
(EL Proffessore), Nancy Yaeger, Maureen Yoder, Alex Zhang 

Graphic Design: Scattaregia Design
 

Editing: Mike Murray and Bob Giordano
(Errors, Blame on Bob)  

THANK YOU!!

The Belmont at Saratoga Festival bid farewell to Saratoga 
Springs on June 7th after its three-year stay. Saratoga 
Racecourse horsemen and women also said goodbye that day 
to the racing association’s longest tenured employee, Mike 
Liptak. Mike, aka “Lippy”, retired after working for 35 years 
at the Saratoga Race Course. Lippy retired as the turf course 
maintenance supervisor, and was key to keeping the three 
Saratoga turf courses in excellent condition. Mike replaced 

and tamped turf course divots for the final time on June 7th 
after the Soaring Softly G3 stakes race. Turf racing’s white 
bearded friend oversaw all aspects of turf racing surfaces at 
Saratoga from fixing divots to setting up hedges for the historic 
steeplechase races. Mike was a member of the full time 
Saratoga Racecourse maintenance staff that take care of the 
entire 380 acre physical property year round. He’ll be missed, 
but Saratogians will still smile when they cross paths with him 
from time to time. 

Lippy’s Last Lap
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